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SWITZERLAND. 





BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Desire for the Scriptures among Roman Catholics. 


The Secretary of the Bible Society at Zurich, 
writes, in May last— 

The operations of our Bible Society proceed 
steadily. and with an evident blessing. It is re- 
wiarkable, that, fer some time, the demand for the 
Word of God has become very great among trav- 
elling mechanics: many are continually applying 
for New ‘Testaments, and frequently express their 
gratitude in tears, Among the rest are many o! 
the Catholic persuasion. A young mechanic called 
not long ago, from the neighborhood of Donanes- 
chingen, entreating us to supply him with a New 
Testamennt: we accordingly gave him a copy of 
Van Esys’s, which he took home with hint: in the vil- 
lage where he resided, no such book was to be found: 
His neighbors and friends, delighted with the ac- 
quisition, perused it with eagerness and joy: their 
report of it attracted the attention of the Priest, 
who requested also to see it; and, having carefully 
examined it, he reconmuended it: the consequence 
is, they frequently meet together on Sundays, and 
edify one another out of the word of God. With 
in these few days, four pilgrims belonging to the 
same village, who were on their way to Kinsiedeln, 
applied to us, entreating with the greatest earnest- 
ness to be furnished with that excellent Book, 
from which they said they had derived the great- 
est blessing; and it was through a conversation 
with them, that we leatnt the manner in which 
they had first become acquainted with it. These 
are the first, among winany hundred thousands of 
pilgrims, who have inquired after the word of God. 
Ob that the Lord might be pleased to open a door 
for making known his name among the people! 
Dr. L. Vau Ess sent us some years ago, a consid- 
erable number of his Testaments: but no ore 
scarcely asked for them at that time: at present, 
however, a hunger after the word of God seems to 
have arisen, and we have only four copies left! 


SOCIETY ISLANDS. 





The following facts communicated by the Rev. Mr. 
Barff Missionary at Huahiue, will shew the progress of 
religion in that Island. 


Additions to the number baptized and to that of 
Communicants. 


Some have continued to press forward for ad- 
mittance to the ordinance of baptism, and we trust 
irom pure motives. TF ifty-cight adults have been 
dedicated to God in that ordinance, aud 98 infants, 





making the whole number of adults baptized here 
774; and ef children 569; total, adults and chil- 
dren, 1,343. About 20 candidates are under iu- 
struction pfeparatory to baptism. 

The church has received a large increase this 
year. We observed in our last Report, that near- 
ly all the baptized adults had offered themselves as 
candidates for communion. We thought it, how- 
ever, prudent to let some time elapse, that we might 
have a proof of their attachment to the Redeemer, 
hy a steady perseverance in the paths of virtue, 
Having, however, afier due deliberation, no just 
reason to doubt their sincerity, we have admitted 
to church fellowship 192, among whom are sever- 
al young persons. The whole number of commu- 
nicants now is 352, who, we are very happy to say, 
we have beheld with pleasure walking in the fear 
of God. 


Happy deaths of Naiives, Sc. 


Several have been removed by death during the 
past year, both from among the baptized and com- 
municdanis, who gave very pleasing evidence of an 
interest in the Saviour. One woman who died in 
September 1823, who was a member of the church, 
was also one of our most active teachers in the 
schools, in which delightful work she persevered 
until death. The love of Christ, and his atone- 
ment as the ground of acceptance, were her 
themes of rejoicing in the moment of dissolution. 
Thiee other members of the church have been cal- 
led hence, aod we may truly say their end was 
peace. Several also from among the baptized, 
who have died during the past year, died trustin 
in the merits of Christ, for acceptance with God 
the Father. One person in particular, whose 
name formerly was Hiro, a true son of Hiro, the 
former Tahitian god of thieves. He was forimerlly 
the leader of a band of robbers, who spread terror 
ali around. Wheu the gospel was first embraced 
it Huahine, he was opposed to it, and determined 
in defiance of Jehovah, to profaue the Sabbath, by 
inaking a fence, when a sinall twig of a tree lashed 
his eyes, producing almost instant blindness, which 
remained with him till death, When he offered 
himself as a candidate for baptism, he desired to 
be called Paul, that he might at least strive to be 
wnade like him, both iu this life and that which is to 
come. 

Another particular instance we would just men- 
tion was a female, who appeared some days before 
her dissolution to be filled with praise to God, for 
salvation by Jesus Christ alone, and continued te 
urge all around her to seek to enter in at the 
strait gate. On the night she died, she called to 
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her departure, when she commenced singing the 
7th hymn in the Tahitian collection. 

* Tamaidi bere o oia nei, 

Tamaidi here o Jesu Christ; 


Na te Medua i tono mai 
la ora iana o tatou nei.’ 


Which being translated, runs wearly as follows :— 
“Tle the beloved Son, The beloved Son Jesus 
Christ; The Father sent, That we by bim might 
be saved.” In singing of which, her happy spirit 
fled, we trust to be with Christ forever. 


MISSION AT DWIGHT. 
Among the Cherokees of the Arkansaw. 


‘Lhe Connecticut Observer contains a letter from Dr. 
George L. Weed, giving an account of his journey from 
New-England to that station, accompanied by his wife, 
and Miss ‘Thrall of Windsor, Conn. His concluding re- 
marks are as follows:— 

Thus we closed a journey of eleven weeks, hav- 
ing travelled near 1600 miles, and without any ex 
pense out, for the horses and waggon will sell here 
for a considerable more than I paid for them and 
our travelling expenses. I disposed of all the Bi- 
bles Icould take with me; and all your Tracts, as 
well as 2.000 pages of others, were gone some time 
before the end of our journey, and our feelings, 
when they were eagerly sought and we unable to 
supply, would have drawn the last cent from our 
pockets, could we have purchased more to distrib- 
ute. 

Those Bibles that I could not bring are coming 
on by water, and will be scattered through the ter- 
ritory, where they are much needed. 

At this station there are now seven men and 
nine women, all of whom have enough to do.— 
There are more than sixty children attached to the 
schools, which together with the missionaries’ chil- 
dren, hired help and visitors, make a family of 
more than a hundred. All that are well, are re- 
quired to eat and attend prayers at the dining hall. 
Our provisions are very plain and correspond with 
our tables and furnit tre at the hall ; the latter con- 
sisting of a large tim vessel containing rye coffee, 
tin basins for coffee bowls, tin pans for platters,— 
pewter plates, iron spoons and knives and forks. 
Every article of produce costs more here than in 
Hartford. It has cost much labor to bring this es- 
tablishment to its present improved state. Have 
about 80 acres of land under cultivation, on most 
of which corn is raised. ‘There are more than 20 
buildings, all but 4 made of hewn logs. Have a 
grist and saw mill, a blacksmith’s and a carpen- 
ter’s shop; a good supply of horses, cattle, hogs, 

c. 

The supplies for us are shipped from Boston for 
New Orleans in January of every year, from there 
they come up the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers, 
and Tilinois creek, directly to our doors. 

This nation is far more advanced in civilization 
than Texpected. Their code of laws is extensive. 
Their insprovements in agriculture rapid. Most 
of them are collected into villages, have comfort- 
able houses, some furniture,—dress with much 
taste, ride good horses, and have saddles for men 
and women. And one half of the Cherokees own 





negro slaves, who do all their work. “Some own 
stores of goods. 

Ciadty would I give you as favorable an account 
ef their moral condition, But alas! when we 
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look at their state of morals or rather immorality, 
they may well excite our pity, and stimulate us in 
using those means appointed for their salvation. 
The mass of the nation are extremely ignorant of 
every thing of a religious nature. They believe 
in the Great Spirit that made and upholds alt 
things. But as they have no knowledge of a Say- 
iour, no Bible, no Sabbath, nor any of the ordinan- 
ces of the Gospel, their condition is truly deplora- 
ble. Since the establishment of this mission they 
have gained some knowledge of divine things. A 
few have become hopefully pious. We teach the 
children to read in English. I teach the boys be- 
sides attending to the medical department, and 
Miss Thrall teaches the girls. We are favored 
with a mail every other week ; so letters and pa- 
pers come directly to us. 


FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR 


FEMALE EDUCATION. 








CULTIVATION OF THF MIND. 





The influence of maternal instruction in fofa- 
ing the moral character of man, has been acknow!t- 
edged in all ages of the world. The degeneracy 
of morals under the Roman Emperors, is traced 
by Historians to the period when mothers gave up 
the superintendence of their own children to slaves 
and hirelings. It is therefore important that wo- 
man should be properly qualified for performing 
the momentous duty assigned her, by Providence, 
in its wise allotment of human labors. If her prin- 
ciples are strengthened, and her intellectual facui- 
ties cultivated by a judicious education, she moves 
in her proper sphere with dignity, and skilfully ac- 
complishes her appointed task. If, on the contra- 
ry, her mind receives the superficia! culture that 
brings forth its evanescent graces, while its useful 
energies are repressed, she assuredly cannot con- 
tribute to the moral improvement of society. It is 
highly important that the object to be accomplish- 
ed by education, should be distinctly defined. No 
vague theory should be adopted on this subject— 
no visionary scheme for perfecting the personat 
graces of woman, should be brought into conmpe- 
tition with the ultimate views of rational education. 
She is to bear a part in the arduous duties of life, 
and must therefore be fitted for the task. She is to 
cultivate the powers of the human mind, as they 
gradually develop in the progressive stages of life 
from infancy to adolescence. She isto scatter the 
first seeds of knowledge, and lay the foundation of 
moral excellence. From her judicious superin- 
tendence, the more robust intellect of man is to re- 
ceive its first direction in the pursuit of virtue and 
wisdom. Surely then, the proper education of fe- 
males is an important consideration to society. It 
must be acknowledged that the public attention is 
strongly excited at present towards this interesting 
subject. It seems to be universally admitted that 
women are happier and more useful when their 
minds are cultivated, than when left in a state of 
ignorance. Accordingly great preparations are 
made in this age of general improvement, for giv- 
ing them due consequence in society. Elementa- 
ry works of science are prepared for their use, the 
stores of foreign literature are rendered accessible 
by easy methods of acquiring foreign tongues, The 
fine arts are made familiar by the facility with 
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which a moderate proficiency may be attained ; 
and to crown all, the world is prepared to receive 
with applause the specimens of female cultivation, 
which are suited to itstaste. Thus it would seem. 
that the object of Education as it is now under 

stood, is to embellish that part of life which nature 
has already adorned with her choicest gifts, and to 
leave the rest of existence without the sapports so 
necessary to human weakness. Of ail that is learnt 
in youth, how little can be made subservient to pur- 
poses of real utility. How little of the blaze which 
is kindled in the morning, remains tocheer the 
evening of life. It seems ta be generally admit- 
ted, that certain fashionable accomplisments are 
indispensable constituents of female excellence. 
No mother is willing that her daughter should fore- 
go advantages that rank so bigh in her puerile es- 
timate of worldly good. It is true, that much 
time and expence are requisite fo attain even mod- 
erate skill in these acquirements. It may also be 
true, that the candidate for fashionable distinction 
is without a natural capacity for the desired attain- 
ments. No matter 3 she must be bound apprentice 
te some accomplishment perhaps at the expense 
of solid improvement in taste, knowledge, and un- 
derstanding. There are undoubtedly many wo- 
men who evince a decided talent for the fiae arts, 
and there cau be no objection in such cases, to the 
cultivation of these gifts of nature. But the mis- 
take is, to make such light acquirements the grand 
object of education, and to force every woman to 
learn music, drawing, and dancing, with or against 
wature. Thus the sole end of the present system 
of education, seems to be, to provide for spending 
pleasantly the little interval between entering into 
life, and settling in it; while the long residue that 
must be visited with the cares and infirmities of 
advancing years, is left without rational resources. 
if female life were one continued festival, it would 
be well to provide for spending it agreeably, by 
laying up a store of varied acquirements suited to 
the scene; but women are inevitably called, in the 
course of their earthly career, to fill important sta- 
tions, and to perform arduous duties. It is there- 
fore the part of wisdom to prepare them for these 
emergencies, by cultivating the higher attributes of 
their nature. There is another argument to prove 
the necessity of employing the period usually al- 
lotted to education, in strengthening the intellec- 
tual powers of women. If her mind is not roused 
by the speculative difficulties of literature, it will 
probably languish through life for want of suffi 

cient excitement. The moral energies of man are 
awakened by his active intercourse with the world, 
but woman is éxcluded from this general coin- 
merce with mankind. Her character cannot be 
formed in the school of events, therefore her mnen- 
tal powers must be awakened in early life. She 
must be cultivated by education, or she cannot es- 
cape intellectual degradation. It has been alleg- 
ed in favor of female accomplishments, that they 
serve to embellish social life, and to aid woman in 
her grand object of pleasing in general society. It 
is no doubt agreeable, to witness the good humor 
with which a very slender proficiency in the fine 
arts, is sometimes exhibited fompublic amusement ; 
but the intelligent conversation of a refined and 
cultivated woman, gives a zest to social intercourse 
that can be derived from no other source. The 
most accomplished performer on musical instru- 
ments, can only please for atime. The amateur 


Religion in Colleges. 





433 


himself is exhaasted with a long continued exhibi- 
tion of the powers of harmony and becomes imnpa- 
tient for intellectual relaxation ‘The finest speci- 
mens of graphical skill, amuse but for a season. 
All tastes unite in preferring evligiitened couver- 
sation to any other charm of sociai life. The wo- 
man who wishes to share in this refined enjoyment 
must devote more time to the cultivation of her 
mind, than to the acquisition of accomplishinents ; 
she must also employ her youth in laying up re- 
sources that will endure through the successive sea- 
sons of life, that will embellish its morning, digni- 
fy its meridian, and afford the best consolations to 


its close. There is too much stress laid upon the 
process of forming a young woman’s manuers 
which is often done after some fantastic mode! of 
false taste. Let the virtues of her heart and the 
faculties of her mind be properly culiuvates, and 


the manners will gradually form themeely sby in 
tercourse with polished society. External (ya 
are easily caught by imitation, but the ja» 
thinking deeply can only be acquired by ‘abu 
practice. To those who think that woman's 
est aun should be to please, t may be weli fo sug- 
gest, that this object is more surely attained by a 
benevolent readiness to receive pleasure from oth- 
ers, than a studied display of her own attractions. 
One of the greatest objections to an accomplished 
education, is, that the very term implies a prepara- 
lion for display, and consequently the nurture of 
vanity to an unknown extent. It is really surpri- 
sing that so much value should be attached to per- 
ishable things, by those in whose grasp they have 
already faded. ‘The mother still urges her daugh- 
ter to the attainment of what she herself has just 
proved to be useless. Instead of pointing out the 
danger of frivolous pursuits ; instead of teaching 
her, that happiness is not to be found in the grati- 
fication of vanity, she guides her in the beaten 
track oferror, as if she had found it a safe and 
pleasant way. All this arises from a strange neg- 
lect of the true sources of excellence in the female 
character. If vital piety were implanted in the 
heart by early education, and fosteread through 
subsequent life, by judicious precept and steady ex~ 
ample, there would be no want ef accomplishments 
to make woinan pleasing and useful in society.— 
She would begin by understanding her duties, and 
end by performing them. As it is she is not quite 
sure what part she has to act in life ; consequently 
she has no adequate motive for exertion. As long 
as worldly vanity can please, it is accepted, as an 
equivalent for happiness ; but its appointed course 
is short, and its deluded votary is soon left to seek 
some other idol. Then come ‘ vexation of spirit,’ 
and the innumerable evils that arise from misdi- 
rected talents and misplaced affections. Melan- 
choly indeed is the condition of that Weman who 
knows not that the chief ead of her present exis- 
tence is to serve, honor, and love the being from 
whom alone she can receive the gift of eternal 
life! 

—— 


FROM THE AMERICAN JOURNAL. 
. 


RELIGION IN COLLEGES, 








Mr. Epiror,—We have most of us, great reas 
son to be stired in some way or another by the en 
passant remark in your last number, on the start 
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of religion in Middlebury College. Two-thirds 
of the students religious—what a contrast to the 
condition of more southern colleges. 

No one residing in the vicinity of a great lite- 
rary Lnstitution can possibly—unless, indeed, in a 
state of the deepest declension,—help feeling most 
thoroughly interested on such a subject. ‘To be- 
hold a multitude of young men, many of them of 
superior minds, under a course of discipline, de- 
signed to prepare them for a most active and ex 
tensive influence in the world, placed before our 
eyes; and not to conceive a strong aud profound 
desire, that their characters should be formed on 
the model of the Gospel, and that their lives be in 
some sort devoted.to its promotion, is, 1 venture to 
say, impossible for a Christian. But why is it that 
the power of religion is so little exhibited in the 
Colleges ? 

With respect to Middlebury College, some par- 
ticles of information have come into my posses- 
sion, which | wish to impart; as I deem them 
likely to throw some light on this question. 

I hear that the discipline of it is, in the first place, 
ia very bigh degree, religious—that in minister- 
ing of conection particularly, very direct and 
specific reference is always had to the laws of the 
Gospel, and that the divine authority is brought, 
on such ceeasions, to-bear very fully on the minds 
and consciences of the youths. It is said, more- 
gver, to be the habit of the professors and teachers 
to deal with them on the subject of personal reli- 
gion in private, and to urge the claims of the 
Lord and Redeemer on them, and press on them 
the plain call to repentance and faith. The reli- 
gious students, moreover, are reported to be en- 
couraged to participate in these eiforts ; and are 
described as active in the same way. 

Another interesting particular is, that the pro- 
fessing Christians of the town of Middlebury, man- 
ifest an habitual and deep concern iu the welfare 
of the College, and most especially in its religious 
welfare. Every thing connected with it seems to 
interest them. They appear to live, in a great 
measure, if not only, for it. They have the light 


- t0 see that it is the pearl of their community, and 


indeed of their whole State ; and grudge no exer- 
tions (0 promote its prosperity. But its spiritual 
prosperity eminently, they are jealous for, and loug 
after; and pray heartily and plentifully on the 
subject of it. 

One more fact which has been mentioned to me 
respecting that institution is, that it is au object of 
very deep and solicitous regard wiih the ministry 
of the State, aud especially with such of them as 
live in its vicinity. They are said, most of them, 
to as-emble once a year in Middlebury, not by way 
ef mere form, or fur pastime, but to see how the 
College goes on, and to consult about its interest ; 
and their minds warm together over it; and they 
carry its welfare back io their hearis among the 
people, and diffuse an iuterest for tt through the 
Stare, and hold it, tll they meet again, asa favor- 
ite subject of their efforts and of their prayers. 

Now, if these things be so, they go, in my hum- 
ble opinion, to account fully for the superior reli 
gious character of the institutiow in question. Ii 
those in whose hands its immediate government is 
placed, thus discharge their obligations as Chris 
tians and as Christian ministers towards the youth 
unler their charge, the general result is just bat 
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we should expect; and if their efforts and prayers 
are thus re-enforced by the ministers and Chris- 
lians around them, it is easy to see why that result 
is so abundant and satisfactory. 

Far as this, I] presume I shall have the full, 
though perhaps cold assent of most readers. But 
it may be otherwise when I venture to affirm that 
in my judgment these facts go very far to account 
for the inferior religious character of most other 
Colleges. With respect to them, can these things 
be said? I must confess, when reported to me re- 
specting Middlebury, they presented it before me 
in quite a peculiar view. 

In the literary Institutions of the same rank 
with which I have the pleasure to be acquainted, 
plain, direct, and steady efforts to bring the stu- 
dents uncer the influence of the Gospel, are not 
made. They are in many cases preached to, col- 
lectively ; and have perhaps, a stated recitation, 
once a week, of a religious kind ; but these exer- 
cises are permitted to assuine the character of 
mere furms, from which no great effects are ex- 
pected, either by the teachers or the taught; and 
the subjects of them are not, in addition, earnestly 
plied with the calls of the Gospel; nor are the 
claims of the great lawgiver of Christianity urged 
on them with any thing like the frequency and fer- 
vency, either in public or private, which the great 
interests involved in the case demand. 

1 feel myself impelled, at this moment, to stand 
up and testify—that during the four years of my 
college life, passed in an Institution pre-eminent 
for its literary character and moral discipline, and 
with instructors all reputedly religious, I was never 
brought under the influence of any means of grace, 
save the leetures and harangues of the Sabbath, 
and a weekly catechetical lecture, that no individ- 
val, old or yonug, ever spoke to me a word that 
indicated concern about my soul; and that in all 
the private authoritative admonitions which [ in- 
eurved, no syllable was ever lisped to me of that 
God whose law | was outraging, and whose Gos- 
pel I was treading under foot! But are there nor 
hundreds of the alumni of that aud of other Col- 
leges, who can make affidavit to the same amount = 

As for the religious interest usually mauifested 
for such institutions in the Christian communities 
in which they are placed, and in the ears of which 
their bells are all day ringing—and as to the so- 
licitude commonly displayed by ministers in their 
vicinity, Our Cousciences can tell us, it is by ne 
means, in either case, remarkable. 

Indeed, it is difficult to say which the popular 
and ministerial a‘titude on this subject, shews more 
of—narrowness of mind and want of information, 
or torpor of feeling. Do we indeed perceive that 
it is youths of disciplined character that are waut- 
ed to carry Christianity through the land, and over 
the globe—and that they are wanted in great 
numbers? Do we ministers really see, that if these 
are not furnished, we shall have no successors in 
our places; and that the church of our country 
will miss all that is to be desired for her, and incur 
ill thai isto be dreaded? Then why thus care- 
less and supine ? 

But I intend not tepeal an exhortation—only to 
state a few facts, partly reported to me froma 
quarter I deem authentic, and partly the product 
of observation and experience. Are they not worth 
looking into: 
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EARLY TASTE FOR READING. 


From British Common Place Book in Prose. 

There is perhaps nothing that has a greater ten- 
dency to decide favourably or unfavourably re- 
specting a man’s future intellec:, than the questton 
whether or not he may be impressed with an early 
taste for reading. ‘ 

Beoks are the depository of every thing that is 
most honourable toman. Literature, taken in all 
its bearings, forms the grand line of demarcation 
between the human and the animal kingdoms. 
He that loves reading has cvery thing within his 
reach. He has but to desire, and he may possess 
himself of every species of wisdom to judge, and 
power to perform. 

The chief point of difference between the man 
of talent and the man without, consists in the dif- 
ferent ways in which their minds are employed 
during the same interval. They are obliged, let 
us suppose, to walk from Temple Bar to Hyde 
Park Corner. The cull inan goes straight for- 
ward; he has so many furlongs to traverse. He 
observes, if he meets any of his acquaintance; he 
inquires respecting their health and their family. 
He glances perhaps the shops as he passes ; he 
admires the fashion of a buckle, and the met:1 
of atea-urn. If he experience any flights of fan- 
cy, they are ofa short extent, of the same nature 
as the flights of a forest bird clipped of his wings, 
and condemned to pass the rest of his life in a 
farm yard. Ou the other hand, the man of tal- 
ent gives full scope to his imagimation. He laughs 
and cries. Uvnindebted to the suggestions of sur- 
rounding objects, his whole soul is employed. He 
enters into nice calculations ; he digests sagacious 
reasonings. In imagination he declaims or de- 
scribes, impressed with the deepest syinpatliy, or 
elevated to the loftiest rapture. 
cand new and admirable combinations. He passes 
through a thousted imaginary scenes: tries his 
courage, tasks his ingenuity, and thus becomes 
gradually prepared to meet almost any of the 
inany coloured events of human life. He con- 
sults by the aid of memory the books he has read, 
and projects others for the future iustruction and 
delight of mankind. If he observes the passen- 
gers, he reads their countenances, conjectures 
their past higtory, and forms a superficial notion 
of their wisdom or folly, their virtue or vice, their 
satisfaction or misery. If he observe the scenes 
that occur, it is with the eye of a connoisseur or 
an artist. Every object is capable of suggesting 
to him a volume of reflections. 

The time of these two persons in one respect 
resembles; it has brought them both to Hyde 
Park Corner. Iy almost every other respect it is 
dissimilar. 

What is it that tends to generate these very 
opposite habits of mind. 

Probably nothing h2s contributed more than an 
early taste for reading. Books gratify and excite 
our curiosity in innumerable ways. They force 
us to reflect. They hurry us from point to point. 
They present direct ideas of various kinds, and 
they suggest indirect ones. lu a well-written 
book, we are presented with the maturest reflec 
tions, or the happiest flights of a mind of uncom. 
mon excellence. It is impossible that we can be 
mach accustomed to such companions, without at- 
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taining some resemblance of them. When I read 
Thompson, I become Thompson; when [ read 
Milton, I become Milton. I find myself a sort of 
intellectual camelion, assuming the colour of the 
substances on which I rest. He that revels in a 
well-chosen library, has innumerable dishes, and 
all of admirable flavour. His taste is rendered so 
accute, as easily to distingush the nicest shades of 
difference. His mind becomes ductile, susceptible 
to every impression, and gaining new refinement 
fromthem all. His varieties of thinking baffle 
calculation; and his powers, whether of reason or 
fancy, become eminently vigorous. 

Much seems to depend, in this case, upon the 
period at which the taste for reading has commen- 
ced. If be late, the mind seems frequently to 
have acquired a previous obstiwacy and untracta- 
bleness. ‘The late reader makes a superficial ac- 
quaintance with his author, but is never admitted 
ito the familiarity of a friend. Stiifness and for- 
mality are always visible betweenthem. He does 
not become the creature of his author; neither 
bends with all his eaprices, nor sympathizes with 
all his sensations. ‘T'his mode of reading, upou 
which we depend for the cousunmnation of our 
improvement, can scarcely be acquired, onless we 
begin to read with pleasure at a period tos early 
for memory to record, lisp the numbers of the povt, 
and in our vopractiged imagination adhere to the 
letter of the moralizing allegorist. 

lw that case, we shall soon be induced ourselves 
to “ build” the unpolished “ rhyme” and shall act 
over in fond imitasion the sceves we have review- 
ed. 

An early taste for reading, though a most pro- 
mising indication, must not be exclusively depend- 
ed on. It must be aided by favourable circum- 
stances, or the early reader may degenerate into 
an uvproductive pedant, or a literary idler. It 
seemed to appear, in a preceding essay, that gen- 
wus, when ripened to the birth, may vet be extin- 
zutshed. Much more may the materials of genius 
suffer an untimely blight, and terminate in an ab- 
oruon. But what is most to be feared is, that 
some adverse gale should hurry the adventurer 
a thousand miles athwart, into the chaos of labo- 
rious slavery, removing him from the genial in- 
fluence of a tranquil leisure, or transporting him to 
a dreary climate, where the half-formed blossoms 
of hope shall be irremediably destroyed. Tiat 
the mind may expatiale in its true element it is 
necessary that it should become neither the vic- 
tim of labour, nor the slave of terror, discdurage- 
ment, and disgust. This is the true danger: as to 
pedantry, it may be questioned whether it is the 
offspring of early reading, or not rather of a taste 
for reading taken up ata fate and inaispiciow’s 
period. 


THE SABBATH. 


The subject of the following communication is one of 
deep interest to the friends of the Sabbeth, and it will lose 
vothung of its Importance trom the circumstance that the 
writer is himself a Postmaster. Tie article he aliudes to, 
was duly noticed in our lasi paper; bul the reaarks we 
made on it are not entirely applicable to the plan now 
suggested.— Mestorn Recorder. 


Mr. Eprrorn,—In reading the Boston Kecvr- 
der & Telegraph, I have tust noth !, and with 
pleasure too, that from the Stare of Pennsylvania 








two petitions are about to be circulute/—one to be 
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presented to their Legislature, “praying for the 
passage of such a law as may check the profana 
tion, and secure the observance of the Sabbath,” 
—*the other will be addressed to the Post mas- 
ter General, praying-that such alterations may be 
made in the present arrangement for the convey- 
ance of the U. S. mail, as may prevent the nu- 
merous evils that attend the transportation, open- 
ing and closing the maig upon the Sabbath.” 

Why may we not in this state, and especially 
those of us on those roads where the mail is carri- 
ed on the Sabbath, with the greatest propriety, 
aud with some hopes of success, unite with ou 
»rethren and Christian friends in Pennsylvania, 
in peutioning the Post master General on this 
subject ? 

| do think it unnecessary to transport the mail 
on the Sabbath, aud possibly the Post master Ge- 
neral may be effectually solicited to order the 
mails to remain in statu quo, on the Sabbath, if a 
suitable petition subsertbed by a goodly number 
of respectable and worthy metmbers of our com- 
munity, be presented tohim. A respectable nuim- 
ber of petitioners may be obtamed with but little 
trouble—the expense of trying the experiment 
canhot be much, and if the object shall be attain- 
ed, much good will result. 

The plau I would suggest is to get some persor 
in your village, (or do wt yourself,) to draw up a 
petition, and let a sufficient number of copies be 
printed, and sen: to the Post masters on this and 
the Cherry Valley turnpikes, for circulation, and 
by a certain time to be agreed upon or specified 
saa the petition, let them be forwarded directly to 
the Post master General from the various quarters 
of the state. The expense of printing surely 
should not be borne by you—but ave there not a 
sufficient number of citizens in Utica, that would 
cheerfully contribute the needful? I perhaps feel 
more on this subject, than those who are not ne- 
cessarily troubled by the mail on the Sabbath. 1 
am deprived of many and precious privileges on 
the Sabbath by being Post master, ara I should 
be rejoiced if the ways and means could be devi 


‘sed to put an efiectual stop to the transportation of 


the mail on the Sabbath day. I think too, that 
there cannot be a more favourable time to circu- 
Jate a petition for this purpose than the present, 
when others are engaged to effect the same object 
in a sister state. 

Respectfully your friend, G. 
,.,,,S,,,N,  EEE—————————————eae 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, DecemBer 10, 1825. 
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CHEROKEE NATION. 

From a late Report of uie Synod of Tennesse, it ap- 
pears that there are now inv this nation, aod connected 
with the Synod, six regularly organized Presbyterian 
Churches. The Report dwells with great interest on the 
eagerness which is manifested for religious instruction, 
and en the general change which has taken place in the 
nation. “It is rapidly emerging,” says the Report, “ from 
the darkness of heathenism, into the light and privileges 
of Christianity and civilization. A remarkable occur- 
rence has lately takes place, which surely ought to be re- 
garded asa Very striking providence. A Cherokee, by the 
name of Guist, has invented a syllabic alphabet, by means 
of which the Cherokees can enjoy the advantages of 
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writing. The translation of the New Testament into 
their language, is nearly completed, and it is expected, 
that in a short time the whole nation will be able to read 
the word of God.” 





ANDOVER INSTITUTION. 


The Trustees of Philips’ Academy, at their meeting, 
Sept. 28, 1825, passed the following vote : 

“« Voted, That at the commencement of the Theologi- 
cal year, A. D. 1827, there be required of students pre- 
senting themselves for admission to the Theological Sem- 
inary, as a condition of entrance, a grammatical knowl- 
edge of the first 25 chapters in the book of Genesis, and 
of the first 25 Psalms, in the Hebrew Bible.” 

It is expected that the accession of students to the pres- 
ent Junior Class, will amount to forty. The whole prob- 
able number is estimated at 1)2. 


THE VERMONT COLONIZATION SOCIETY, 


Held its anowal meeting aft Montpelier, on the 18th, 
Oct 1825. Hs receipts since Oct. 18, 1824, amounted, by 
the Treasurer's Report, to $521 28; which added te 
$385 72 already in the Treasury, made a sum total of 
S706. $190 remained in the Treasury, at the ume of the 
meeting. 





This Auxiliary Society, siace ts formation, has remit- 
tedto the Parent Lustitution, 81529; has eleven life 
members, constituted such by the payment of $59 cachs 
and 54 annual members. 


THE BURMAN MISSIONARIES- 


The following letter from Mr. Newton, formerly frou 
Boston, atid now residing at Calcutia, contains the in- 
formation alluded to in our last. The leticr is addressed 
to Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. of Bostou, and dated, 


Culeulta, May 23, 1825. 


My Dear Six,—It gives me infinite pleasure 
to acquaint you that Mr. and Mrs. Jupson are 
alive and well. Accounts have this day been re- 
ceived of them; they have been liberated, and 
sent with other European prisoners to treat with 
the British Commander for peace. A peace will 
undoubtedly be made immediately, and al! be well. 
[ request you to give all possible publicity to this 
communication, as the Ciristian world is deeply 
interested in the fate of these respected persons. 

Your’s &e, bk. A. Newron. 

Nearly two years of painful, portentous silence have 
elapsed since the date of Mr. Judson’s last letter to his 
friends in this county. They, and the friends of missions 
throughout the world, had almost ceased to hope for their 
preservation, amd concluded to add their names to that 
glorious ist of martyrs who have attested their love to God 
and anan by their deaths, The last news from them, left 
them strangers ip a strange land, amid the havoc and des- 
olation of a vindictive and sanguinary war. And, though 
we should have been taught, by the rescue of their breth- 
ren at Rangoon, when there seemed to be but a step be- 
tween them and death, to confide in the arm that is migh- 
ty to save, yet our hearts fainted within us when we 
would hope for their deliverance. He who could lock 
the jaws of the lions io their den, who could cleave the 
sea aud bid its waters to stand back—He who rides the 
whirlwind and directs the storm has not forgotten to be 
merciful: nor deserted his trust amidst men more uare- 
lemting than wild beasts, and more furious than the eles 
ments themselves. Christians, Jet these accumulatiag 
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proofs that the protecting arm of God is about us, that his 
hand is outstretched to support in the time of dangers, the 
banner under which we have enlisted, encourage us in 
our march ; and lead us to confide, at all times, in the 
God of our salvation. 


STATE OF MISSIONS LN RUSSIA. 
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We have often noticed with great pleasure the progress 
of the Bible cause in Russia. Nay, we have been almost 
persuaded to believe that the Emperor of all the Russia’s 
was not only a political Christian, but a Bible Christian, 
A little while since, and the revenues of the Empire, the 
public mails and stages were held in requisition to convey 
the Bible and Missionaries all over the kingdom. And 
whea we ence saw a portrait of Alexander himself, deck- 
ed ia robes of royalty, with his hand on the Holy Dible, we 
could not but fancy that he was a second David, ‘a man 
after God's own heart.” But we did not then know that 
his other hand was fastened to the Holy Alliance, whose 
policy and principles suited his ambition better. 

From the last Report of the Scottish Missionary Socie- 
ty, it appears, that a great Revolution has taken place in 
Russia, in the Missionary and Bible cause. 


The Convert, Mahomed Ali, compelled to enter the 
Russian service. 


Amidst the declension of his countrymen, Ma- 
homed Ali, the young man who was baptized by 
the Missionaries, has inaintained his stedfastness ; 
but, in regard to him, there have occurred some 
very painful circumstances of a different nature. 

In September last, he was informed by the Gov- 
ernor of Astrachan, agreeably to instructions re- 
ceived from General Yarmeloff, the Commander 
in chief of the Province, that, in consequence of 
his having become a Christian, he was expected 
to enter the Russian service; and that he might 
have his choice either of the civil, the military, or 
the commercial service. A short time after, the 
Governor sent orders to the police of Astrachan, 
“to make known to the members of the Scotch 
Colony residing in that city, that the Persian, Ali 
Beg, converted to the Christian Faith, and named 
Alexander, should not be employed in discharging 
any duties laid upon him by the Scotch Colony.” 
On the same day, Mahomed Alihad to sign an ob- 
Jigation, that he would “ not at any time go out of 
the city without the Knowledge of the police ; and 
that if he should, ef his own accord, go out of As- 
trachan, he rendered himself liable to the judg. 
ment of the law.” And notwithstanding his having 
come under this obligation, he was kept in custo- 
dy by the police until he found security tor the due 
performance of it. Dr. Ress called at the Police 
Office to ascertain the reason of their demanding 
security ; when he was informed, that it tvas in 
consequence of special instructions from General 
Yarmeloff—that the police would have their eye 
upon him—and that be must refrain from inter- 
fering or co-operating in any kind of Missionary 
work. To relieve him from his confinement in 
the Police Office, or having a guard set over him 
in the Mission House, the Missionaries came un- 
der a bond that he should “not go out of Astva- 
chan to any place without the knowledge of the po- 
lice; and that if he should actually leave Astra- 
chan without perimission, and they be unable to 
present hin when demanded, they obliged them- 
selves to answer for him according to the law.” 

In consequence of these proceedings, Mahomed 


State of Missions in Russia. 





437 


Ali, by the advice of his friends, drew up a petition 
to the Emperor, soliciting permission to remain at 
Astrachan, and to engage in making known the 
glad tidings of salvation to his deluded country- 
men. This petition the Missionaries transmitted 
to Prince Galitzin, with a request that he would 
present it to his Imperial Majesty; but this the 
Prince judged it prudent to decline. ‘The Prin- 
cess Mertchersky was then applied to: she kept the 
petition for a fit opportunity of submitting it to the 
Emperor, but observed, that at present, this would 
not be advisable. 

As there was thus little or no hope of his obtain- 
ing permission to remain at Astrachan in the ser- 
vice of the Mission, Mahomed Ali begged that he 
might be admitted into the College of Foreign Af- 
fairs at Petersburg, rather than be obliged to enter 
into the military or commercial service ; and it ap- 
pears that General Yarmeloff has transmitted his 
request to the Russian Government. 

These measures have obviously a most impor- 
tant bearing on the interests of the Mission ; not 
only from their application in the case of Mahon- 
ed Ali, but to that of converts in general. What 
prospect is there of a Christian Church ever being 
collected, what hope is there of the spiritual im- 
provement or safety of individual converts, if they 
are no sooner made, than they may be required to 
leave the Missionaries, and enter into the civil, the 
military, or the commercial service of the Em- 
pire : 


Anti-Biblical Revolution in Russia. 


Combined with these unpropitious circumstan- 
ces, it is proper to state, that a great revolution has 
of late taken place in Russia in regard to the Bible 
Society. This Institution, which for several vears 
pursued so distinguished a career, am! promised to 
supply with the Word of life, not only the Rassian 
population, but the numerous Heathen and Ma- 
homedan tribes of that wide extended Empire, is 
now corupletely paralyzed in its exertions, and ap- 
pears to be dying a lingering death. In conse- 
quence of the powerful opposition which was rais- 
ed to the Bible Society, Prince Galitzin, its uoble 
President, retired from that office; he, at the same 
tume, resigned his situation of Minister of Religion, 
and a Russian Admiral was appointed in his place, 
[ts no less excellent Secretary, Mr. Papoff, who 
visited this country about two years ago, and who 
was connected wiih the censorship of the press, was 
afterwards put on his trial by the Criminal! Court, 
respecting a book which had been publishing by 
Pastor Gossner, in which there were some reflec- 
tions which were considered as unfavorable to the 
doctriae of the Greek Church relative to the Vir- 
yin Mary. Several others were also involved in 
the same prosecution, two of them pious men.— 
Pastor Gossner himself, who though a Catholic, is 
said to be a most eloquent, evangelical, amd useful 
preacher, had previous to this been ordered away 
from Petersburg on a few days’ notice. ‘The pow- 
ers of darkness, in short, appear to be mustering 
theic forces in the Russian Empire ; the measures 
pursued seem to be a part of that general system 
for arresting the progress of light, and for involv- 
ing the nations in all qe darkness of the middle 
ages, which has of late years cuustituted the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of the poucy ol most of 
the Continental! Princes, : 

Among the fiuits of the revolution ia regard to 
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the Bible Society in Russia, it may be mentioned, 
that though it was at one time intended that the 
Missionaries at Astrachan should be employed in 
printing a new and corrected edition of Martyn’s 
Persian New Testament, and though the types 
had been ordered and had arrived in Petersburg, 
it has been since resolved not to proceed with the 
printing of it. The Missionaries were likewise in- 
formed, that the Tartar-Turkish Version of the 
Old Testament, preparing by Mr. Dickson, would 
have to be submitted to the Archbishops of Astra- 
chan, Kazan, and Ecaterinoslave ; so that the pub- 
lication in Russia, of the Old Testament in thai 
language, even if the Version were completed, 
may be considered as very problematical. In the 
present state of affairs, it was not even deemed 
safe to print Tracts, without first submitting them 
to the Censorship; for though their having done 
so formerly was winked at, 1t was not stpposed it 
would be tolerated now ; and the punishment, for 
a breach of the law on this head, would be not on- 
ly the suppression of the work, but a severe fine, if 
net even banishment. 
Suspension of the Astrachan Mission. 

Under all these circumstances, the Directors 
conceived it to be no longer their duty to maintain 
the Mission at Astrachan, supported as it had hith- 
erto been at a very heavy expense, while the pros- 
pect of usefuluess was so very small. It no schools 
can beestablished for the education of the Mahom- 
edan youth, similar to those in India, as the Mis- 
sionaries had repeatedly assured the Directors— 
if the preaching of the gospel cannot be carried oi: 
unless with extreme caution—if the Scriptures, 
when translate@, cannot be printed without the ap 
probation of three Archbishops of the Russian 
Church—if Tracts must be submitted to the ordi 
nary Censorship of the Empire—if converts are no 
sooner made, than they are liable to be torn away 
trom their spiritual instructors—if, in short, the 
chief Powers of the Empire, Civil and Ecclesias 
tical, are combined in hostile array, to arrest the 
progress of knowledge and of unaduiterated Chris- 
tianity—what encouragement is there to maintain 
a post, where there is so !ittle liberty to labor, and 
whan the prospect of success is so small; while 
the world presents so many other inviting fields of 
exertion, which promise a richer and more abun- 
dant harvest than the barren wilds of Tartary = 


ORDINATIONS. 

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 6th, the Rev. John Cham- 
bers, a Licentiate from the late 2nd Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia, was ordained in this city as a minister of the Gos- 
pel, by the Consociation of New-Haven, western District. 

The introductory prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. 
Scranton, of Orange; the sermon by Rev. Mr. Fitch, 
Professor in Yale Colleze ; the cousecrating prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Merwin of this city; the charge by Rev. Mr. 
Stebbins of West Haven; the right hand of fellowship, 
by Rev. Mr. Bacon of this city ; the concluding prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Allen of Woodbridge. 

In Trumbull, Conn. on the 9th inst. the Rev. 
James Kant, of North-Britain, was ordained Pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian Church and society in 
Trumbull; and the Rev. dlanson Benedict, of 
Bridgeport, as a Missionary. Sermun by Rev. 
Mr. Hewit, of Fairfield. 


VERMONT. 
With a commendable liberality, the Legislature 
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of Vermont have passed a bill appropriating 
$3000 per year for four years from the public trea- 
sury, for the education of indigent deaf and dumb 
children, at the excellent Asyium at Hartford. 


QUESTIONS. 


What is Congregationalism ?—On what gener- 
al principles are the Congregational churches 
New- England at the present day established 2 

A full and satisfactory answer to these questions, 
would probably remove the doubts and difficulties of 
inany conscientious Christians, respecting church- 
government and fellowship; and would eertainly 
gratify more than one Honest INQUIRER. 








Mr. Wuitine, 

We had a pretty plain, well meant sermon, 
Sabbath before last, in the Centre Church, from 
one of our neighbouring ministers. It was pro- 
fessedly addressed to sober men, on the subject of 
the influence of some of their practices to make 
their neighbours drunkards, and thus disinherit 
them from the kingdom of Gol. IT don't know 
but that it was, because, hike Demetrins of old, I 
felt my craft in danger, that | could not exactly 
agree with this spiritual instructor. | confess for 
myself, and I believe the same is true of others al- 
so, that when a duty which materially interferes 
with my gain, is urged upon me Lam apt to ward 
it off, by ranting upon the magnificence of the 
great Temple of Diana. It is, nudonbtedly, the 
duty of every one, seriously to inquire, whether 
that in which he allows himself, is not derogatory 
to the glory of God; and if conscience says that 
it is, it should be abandoned, however great the 
cross. For the disciple of Jesus, must follow hin, 
whithersoever he leadeth, even thong! he is com- 
pelled to exchange his convenient and luxurious 
accommodations, for such as ave less snumptuous 
than those of the bird or the fox. 1 do not in- 
tend, in this place, to go into a lengthy review of 
the Rev. Gentleman’s discourse. 

His argument, is, because ardent spirits are so 
generally abused, and in so many instances perver- 
ted to intemperance, therefore every good man, 
ought entirely to absiain from their use, purchase, 
sale, importation or distiliaiion. 

Without stopping to mauire into the practica- 
bility and efficiency of his remedy for intemper- 
ance, I would merely ask, if the same argument 
which he uses to dissuade good men from having 
any thing todo with ardent spirits, would not kave 
forbidden the apostle, in his day, when, if I am 
rightly informed, wine was the prevalent intoxica- 
ting liquor, to recommend the use of a little for the 
sake of the stomach? Would it not have pre- 
vented Chyist from creating it, especially ina fes- 
tive assembly ? and instituting it in the perpetual 
commemoration of his death ? 

Inquiring IMPORTER. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


PROCRASTINATION. 





Procrastination is the thief of time. —— Young. 


If we range the whole compass of human pro- 
ductions, where can we find a truth more impor- 
tant than this, in its application to the eternal in- 
terests of man. A truth, which if regarded, leads 
to endless good; if unheeded, to the most direful 
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conseqnences, Much the same sentiment is con- 
tained in that maxim, which stands pre-eminent 
among those of worldly policy. “ Never leave un- 
til to-morrow, that which can conveniently be done 
to-day.” This the worldling knows, and feels, 
and acts upon. Well may the professed follower 
of Jesus go to him “consider” his “ ways, and be 
wise.” In the pursuit of wealth, the grand object 
at which be aims he is ever active. Of this he nev- 
er loses sight, but presses on to its attainment with 
unremitted exertion. He is not heard upon his 
couch exclaiming, “ Yet a little sleep, a little slum. 
ber, a little folding of the hands to sleep,” but ri- 
ses with the first glimmerings of morning and be- 
gins histask. Hetakes a critical view of his con 

cerns, finds what is necessary to be done and im- 
mediately commences it. We never hear him say, 
“this may as well be done to morrow, or next 
week ; I will indulge myself in sloth to-day ;” he 
knows that such a course will never bring him to 
the attainment of his darling object ; he knows that 
by such a course, the different departments of his 
labor will not be performed in their proper season ; 
that the business of to-day will be crowded into 
that of to-morrow ; that his affairs will be thrown 
into confusion, and much that is of the first impor- 
tance be finally left undone. Now what is the 
conduct of him who has protessedly in’ pursuit an 
object incomparably more valuable; au object no 
less than a seat at the right hand of his Saviour. 
and joys lasting aseternity? Is he like the man Of 
the’wold up and doing? Is the important trath 
‘procrastination is the thief of time,” impressed 
upon his mind, and does he habitually act under 
its influence? Would that we could answer, ves ; but 
the conduct of professing christians in general for- 
bids. In the practice of duty, there is a strange 
propensity in the heart to deliy, which produces 
extreme liability to deception. The Christian of. 
tev makes resolutions to strive against temptations 
and the corruptions of his heart; ke intends to live 

near to God and thinks he is willing to conform 


to the requirements of the Gospel: but when any | 


particular duty requires immediate performance 
something secretly tells him to delay; tells bun 
that there will be a more convenient season, and 
he does delay. At such atime he thinks he is wil- 
ling to perform the duty and intends to perform i, 
but there is something peculiar in his circannstan- 
ces; there are pecultar obstacles in the way ; some 
other time will be more favorable, and thus he 
works himself into a partial belief at least that he 
is not bound to perform it that time. 

If at the proper season his eonscience tells him 
to repair to hus closet, other objects urge their 
claims and are regarded. He is easily persuaded 
that he can perform this duty more at leisure, more 
acceptably, and in a manner more edifying to him- 
self at some future period. It arrives, but he finds 
his heart more indisposed than before ; the difficul- 
ties which obstructed his way, instead of being di- 
inimished, are greatly increased. He now either 
wholly neglects the performance, or does it in a 
careless heartless manner, One instance of neg. 
lect, only smooths the way for another, tll he has 
wandered to an awful distance from the fold ; ull 
he becomes an almost entire stranger to his closet. 
His graces consequently languish, his comforts die, 
and he is forced to seek his happiness in things of 
earth. Such are the consequences of “ procrasti- 
nation” in duty, which is not merely the “ thief of 
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time,” but the thief of enjoyment. Is lie in com- 
pany with a friend whom he dearly loves, and 
whom he knows to have no well-grounded hope of 
an interest in his Saviour; his conscience tells him 
it is his duty to warn himof his danger and point 
him to “the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world,” and though perhaps he may feel 
for him, he is yet backward to address him on this 
momentons subject, and he procrastinates tll the 
opportunity is gone, and perhaps, before he has 
another, the hand of death arrests that individual, 
and seals his eternal doom. If he is engaged in 
literary pursuits, and preparing himself for useful- 
ness, he thinks he has little to do ull he has com- 
pleted that course of preparation ; then he shal! go 
into the vineyard and labor with all bis might; 
then will all his power both of body and mind be 
enlisted in the good work. With sach thuugiits as 
these, that Siren, “ proc astination” lulls tim to 
sleep, but when he arrives at thts point how vain 
io all such expectations prove! How onely the 
christian then this deceptive sore, in 
vhich the adversary has entrappo td thous: ads of 
souls! Let him remember in every condiion of 
lite that “ procrastimation is the thet of time,” and 
therefore to “do with his night whatsoever bis 
hand findeth to do.” To the sinner, too, “ho is 
delaying repentance from week to week, and from 
year to year, and slighting the offers of mercy, this 
truth speaks in accents louder than peals of thun- 
der. 


im avoid 


“ Procrastination is the thief of time, 

Year after year it steals, ull ali are fed 5 
And to the mercies of a moment icaves 
The vast concerns of an eternal sceie.” 





SCHOOL REPORT. — 


The committee of the First School District, in 
N. Haven, having finished the labours and duiies as- 
signed them for the year past, respectfully repont— 

That they have applied all the tunds received 
from the State Treasury during that period, to the 
payment of instructors duly appoiuted, qualified 
and approved, 

Four Schools for girls fiom eight to fourteen 
years of age, hiave been kept up during the year. 
The numbers have been, as usual, forty scholars 
to each school, an] the progress of the pupils has 
been such, that the committee are gratified in be- 
ing able to state that these schools have been and 
still are ina very flourishing condition. 

Eleven schools for children of both sexes, ynder 
eight years of age, have been suppoited for six 
months. These schools have averaged about 
thirty-five scholars each, and have generally been 
managed very much to the satisfaction of the cow- 
mittee. 

There have been two schools for coloured chil- 
dren; one of which has been supported six, and 
the other three mouths. The visiting committee 
have been highly pleased with the appearance and 
progress of the childcen; and think them entitled 
to great credit fur the good order which has pre- 
vaiied among them, anJ for the improvement which 
they have made. 

From these schools, which have all been cred it- 
ably supported, the committee pass on to speak o! 
the Lancasterian School. 

Although the number of boys ia this school has 
not been as great as formerly, there have been 150 
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boys on the list during the last quarter, and your 
committee are happy to state that they confidently 
believe it stands-on as good a footing as at any 
former period since its establishment. Perhaps it 
is not too much to say that this school is in a more 
prosperous condition than it ever has been; the 
boys behave with more propriety than usual ; their 
punctuality in attendance, and devotedness to their 
studies, have never been equalled ; and the school 
will bear a stricter scrutiny than ever, Several 
very respectable scholars, who have heretofore at- 
tended the school, have returned after having gone 
to other schools; which is a decisive proof of the 
superiority of this school, and of a strong reaction 
in its favour. 

The money appropriated by the state for the 
support of this and the other schools in the district, 
is so distributed that all who are disposed may 
share in the tnunificence of the Legislature, and 
derive that benefit which was intended to be fur- 
uished by the provisions of our law to every child 
whose parents are unable to procure for him the 
advantages of a good education. 

The branches pursued at the Lancasterian School 
during the year have been, Spelling, Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, Grammar, and 
Elocution. The boys spell aod read well; their 
writing is superior ; and the preater part of them 
cypher. Their progress in Arithmetic is highly 
respectable, and they will generally pass a good 
examination in all the studies in which they have 
been engaged—an examination which will do cre- 
dit to themselves and their teacher. 

Three young meu have been qualified by the 
Principal of this school, since the last report ef 
vonr cominittee, to act as teachers of similar in- 
stitutions, who are now actively engaged in the in- 
dcresting employment of preparing the rising gé w- 
eration for usefuluess to themselves and their fel- 
low men. 

The committee cannot forbear to remark that, 
in their opinion, this school is of vital importance 
to this community ; and they feel themselves con 
strained to say that no school has ever been of 
equal benefit tothe city. ‘Testimonials from some 
of the most respectable gentlemen in the place 
have already been publicly given tn its favour, and 
many others might be procured, from sources en- 
titled to equal credit. 

If parents regard the interest of their children, 
they will see to it that this school is faithfully and 
constantly supported ; if they regard their own 
interest, they will not aud cannot neglect an in- 
stitution calculated to do so much good. T'o do 
good is the great business of life. A primary and 
important means of doing good, is found in the 
best mode of educating children. 

Your committee couclude by expressing a hope, 
that this school, supported by the activity, Zeal 
and fidelity of our citizens, will continue to flou- 
rish, and that it will never be suffered to languish 
for want of any encouragement and patronage 
which this community can farnish. 

All which i8 respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL WADSWORTH, ) 

C. J. SALTER, 

AUGUSTUS R. STREET, } Committee. 

HENRY HUGGINS, ( 

ROGER S. SKINNER. > 

New-Haven, Nov. 19, 1825. 





Trade to Africa.——American Tract Society. 
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TRADE TO AFRICA. 


We learn from Baltimore papers, that books will soon 
be opened in that city for stock to be investe:! in commer- 
cial intercourse with Africa, with a view of facilitating 
the transportation to that country of the free coloured 
people of the, United States. The design of this inter- 
course is unfolded in the annexed paragraph from the 
American.— Family Visitor. 


Our object is to afford facilities to the free col- 
oured people of Maryland, and of the U. States, 
to procure their own passage to the land of their 
fathers, by opening a trade with 40,000,000 of in- 
habitants in Africa; by ‘supplying them with the 
necessities of life, and receiving the produce of 
their soil, instead of slaves,in return. This benev- 
olent object may be effected. The exports from 
this country will be manufactured articles of sinall 
bulk ; those received from them, will be much more 
bulky, and consequently three-fourths of the ves- 
sels in this trade would be under the necessity of 
going out in ballast, and afford a favourable op- 
portunity to colonists to procure a passage. ‘They 
would reduce the jirice to Africa so low as to be 
within reach of every coloured person in America, 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


From the American Tract Magazine for De- 
cember, we learn that the Publishing Committge 
ofthe American Tract Society in this city, have 
sanctioned with great unanimity upwards of one 
hundred Tracts, of which more than seventy are 
either stereotyped, or in progress at the foundry. 
It is also stated, that the Committee hope, before 
the annual meeting in May, to increase this num- 
ber to 150 or 200. ‘To accomplish this, however, 
a considerable amount of funds will be required, 
and the Committee, therefore, invite all who fee} 
interested in the welfare of the Society to come 
forward at this time and lend it their aid. 

The Committee have recently voted 20,000 pa- 
ges of Tracts to the missionaries in the Sandwicli 
Islands, for distribution among the American sea- 
men and others in that part of the werld; and 
10,000 pages to the Baptist Convention of the 
State of New-York, for the use of their numerous 
missionaries in the frontier settlements. We un- 
derstand that applications have already been made 
for appropriations of Tracts for various other miss- 
ionary stations, in this and in foreign countries ; 
and that the Committee design to aid all such es- 
tablishments as far as their funds will permit. 

The prosperity of the Society is the more grati- 
fying, as doubts were entertained by some, at the 
time of its forination, whether different denomina- 
tions of Evangelical christians could unite in a 
Tract Society: a question, which can perhaps, in 
no way be solved more satisfactorily, than by the 
result of a successful experiment. The members 
of the Publishing Committee, are the Rev. Dr. 
Mitnor, Rev. Dr. Srrine, Rev. Dr. Knox, 
Rev. Mr. Sommers, and Rev. Mr. Epwarps, 
who has long been a member of the Publishing 
Committee of the American Tract Society at 
Boston. The Rev. Mra. SummMerriEexp, who was 
a member of this Committee, departed this life 
soon after his election. No two members of this 
Conmiittee are of the same religious denomina- 
tion, and no Tract is published without the con- 
currence of the whole.—.W. Y. Obs. 
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UTILITY OF MISSIONS. 


The Rev. Mr. Winslow in a letter to Dr. Rice of Vir- 
cinia, gives the fullowing summary of the mission in 
Ceylon :— 

The mission was commenced, as you are doubt- 
Jess aware, more than 8 years ago; and, consisted 
for the first four years, of two stallions ; for the last 
fuur, of five stations. Though much had been 
said concerning the state of the native population 
here, as favorable to the reception of Christianity, 
it was found, in the stations which we occupy, to 
be far from fact. In the several parishes embra- 
ced by these five stations, not a single protestant 
Christian was tobe found. Prejudices were strong 
against the name of Christian. A vast number 
of idol temples were seen scattered on every hand, 


} and idols were worshipped “in every grove and 


under every green tree.”—The people refused to 
send their children to our schools :—as to putting 
them under our more immediate care in our fami- 
lies, it was a disgrace not to be thought of. —Fe- 
inale children in particular, must not be taught. 
That a female should know how to read, was a 
thing almost unheard of.—Indeed almost every 
door of approach to the people, seemed shut. Such 
was the state of things eight years ago. No edu- 
cation—no books—no Bibles—no true knowledge 
of God;—all was heathenisms—idolatry—death. 


I desire now to record what is the present state of 


things here, with devout thankfulness to Him 
through whose abounding grace any good has been 
done. 

There are now in connexion with this mission, 
nearly 60 native Free Schools, containing about 
2500 children ef both sexes. Some of these 
schools are exclusively for females, and there are 
about 250 gitls in them all, under instruction — 
There are, in the different Free Boarding Esta- 
blishments, 175 children and youth, wholly sup- 
ported and educated by the mission. Of these 
more than 3U are females in a Central School o1 
Feinale Academy, where they are taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, needle-work, &c. 
and instructed carefully in the proprieties and de- 
cencies of life, as well as in the means and impor- 
tance of preparation for death. Of the boys and 
lads, nearly 100 are at three different stations, 
pursuing the various elementary branches of study, 
and about 40 ina central School or Acadeniy, 
prosecuting the studies more immediately con- 
pected with entering the College for Tamul and 
other youth propesed to be established, and to com- 
nence which we only wait for funds.—Tiere are 
in the mission two licensed native preachers, and 
several assistants who exhort, catechise, &c.—The 
native mengbers of our church are now 71 in num- 
ver, and they appear to walk softly before God, 
and in some instances, truly to adorn their pro- 
tession.— Light is rising upon the people around 
us; they begin to inquire and hear with more at- 
‘ention. We are doing something in the distribu- 
'10n of Tracts, and portions of the Scriptures, The 
Lord blesses his own word, At the commence 
ment of the last year, we experienced a refreshing 
from His presence, and at the close of the year 
were again visited. Of the fruit in part of the 
first of these seasons, we had the pleasure of t1e- 


ceiving to communion 41 individuals at one time. , 


The scene was exceedingly interesting and im- 
pressive.-—Thirty-five individuals standipg up at 


Utility of Missions.—-The Conference Meeting. 
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once before a heathen congregation, as candidates 
for baptism, was such a sight as few have witness- 
ed; and to see them come, one after another, and 
devoutly kneel down, and to hear the names of 
Dwight, Huntington, and of many other great and 
good men who are gone, as well as of some who 
remain, drew tears into our eyes,—tears of mingled 
emotion—sorrow and joy. Among others was an 
old man whose white head seemed to need no pu- 
rifyingemblem. He wasa fisherman. As he de- 
voutly kneeled, and received the name of Andrew, 
in the name of the Father, son, and Holy Ghost, 
he seemed like an aged Sinreon who could say, 
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace.” The administration of the Holy Supper 
was very sulemn, It was spreading a table indeed 
in the presence of the enemy.—It was joyful as an 
earnest that many will ere long come to this feast 
of love.—The Lord hasten it in bis own time. 


THE CONFERENCE MEETING. 
At a late meeting of this description in Boston, 
a venerable Layman from the country arose and 
addressed the audience to the foliowing effect : 


A little child was playing on the end of a wharf. 
An old gentleman who had observed him, after- 
wards perceived he was missing. He hastened ta 
the spot, and saw him sunk in the water. He call- 
ed for help—but none came. He plunged in— 
raised the child, and restored him to his parents. 
It was a noble, a humane, a generous action; he 
was extolled in the papers, he was rewarded with 
a gold medaj.— At-another time an alarm of fire 
was given;—the noise increases ; the citizens aré 
aroused ; the light soon shows them where she de- 
vouring element is raging. They hasten to the 
spot, and while they are endeaviuring to extin- 
guish the flames, it is announced that a sick man is 
in one of the chambers ; he is so enfeebled that he 
cannot escape. But he must not be burot alive— 
how shall he be rescued from the impending dan- 
ger? An intrepid man rushes through the flames, 
and atthe risk of his own life, saves that of his 
suffering fellow man. It was a heroic, a humane, 
a noble action He is extolled in the papers, and 
applauded in the social circle. He finds, too, a 
great reward in that inward consciousness which 
every man feels when he has done his daty. 

Brethren, do you believe the Bible? Do you 
believe that “ except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” Ll ask not whether 
you assent to it verbally—but do you believe it ? 
Take a view then, of the various classes of men in 
this great city—first, the scoffers at religion—then 
the nen of pleasure—then the mere moralists— 
and O what multitudes do you find, who have not 
been * born again,” and therefore, dying as they 
have lived, cannot see the kingdom of God! 

Now it is certain that the case of every such 
inan is infinitely more dreadful than that of the 
drowning child, or the sick man in his iminent 
exposure to the flames;—if in these latter cases 
we look only to the life which now is. Each of 
them has a soul of more value than worlds ; and 
that soul is exposed to eternal death! Do you 
then warn them of their danger—do you tel them 
of that Redeemer who can save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by him? If pot, are you 
the disciples of Chiist? “He that bath not toe 
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spirit of Christ is none of his ;’ and Christ even 
Ja: i down his life, to save them that were lost. 

Srothren, be consistent—faith without works is 
cood. The most difficult part of your work is 
aearest home: awaken your own hearts, revive re- 
ugion in your own families ; seek the co-operation 
of vrethren like-minded; seek by importunate 
preyer the influences of the Holy Spirit. He that 
“turns a sinner from the error of his way, shall 
save 2 soul from death ;” and if it is praise-worthy 
to save the life of a fellow mortal, how much more 
to save the immortal soul !—Rec. & Tel. 


INTERESTING CONVERSION. 
Sometime during the last fall and winter, Mrs. 
, who lives in W———, N. Y. was awa- 
kened to a deep sense of her danger, while uwre- 
conciled to God, and powerfully convicted of sin, 
by the energies of the Holy Spirit. She had al 
ways been « constant attendant upon public wor- 
ship, respectful in her treatment of religion, and 
of religions persons, and strictly moral in her dai- 
ly conduct. But her mind, as well as that of her 
husband, was wholly engrossed with the cares of 
this world: and they prospered in their endeavours 
to gain property, while they continued unmindful 
of the Author of all their mercies. 

After her awakening, her convictions and dis 
tress of inind, continued to increase, till they issued 
ina hope, that she had passed from death unto 
life. She then, at a suitable time, offered herself 
to the church, and was received into their com- 
enunion. 

Her husband was a man who was beloved by his 
companions, and being of a lively, social turn of 
Hiiad, his company was much sought by those, 
who delighted in the merry jest, or the amusing 
tale. He was not an open opposer to religion ; on 
the contrary, he was usually found in his place in 
the sanctuary, and treated serious things with 
much outward attention. Like thousands of oth- 
ers in a gospel land, he was thoughtless and care- 
less, respecting his best interests, yet, perhaps, 
thought and meant to die the death of the righit- 
eous. During the whole time his wife was under 
conviction, he manifested no concern, and no op- 
position. But the day on which she united her- 
self with the church he was observed to have ab- 
sented himself from thé sanctuary. A neighbour 
who called aud invited him to attend, was answer- 
ed in such a manner as shewed that the evil of 
his heart had begun to work. And in truth it had 
As a family they had lived harmoniously tll now. 
A division had taken place. Their feelings, their 
motives, their pursuits, and their interests were 
different. He felt that his companion had lefi 
him, and that he must now tread the paths of sin 
alone. His selfish heart was grieved, and its bit- 
terness was mavifested by unkindness and re- 
proaches. To human appearance, their domestic 
happiness had fled forever. 

Mrs. -- , betook herself to the throne of 
Grace, and spread her trials before her covenant 
God. Her prayer was heard, and the heart of her 
companioy was deeply smitten, yet in a way, and 
by means, wholly unexpected. 

Coming iv from his labour, on the afternoon of 
Monday, he began to reproach his wife for the 
transactio.s of the preceding day, and expressed 
his deep regret, that she should forsake his society 
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for that of Christians ;—reminded her of the hap. 
py days they had seen; and lamented their presen; 
difference of feeling and interest. 

Looking him full in the face, the tear of affec. 
tion and pious concern stealing from her eyes, Mrs, 
thus addressed him: “ Do you wish me to 
return to the same situation in which I was be. 
fore I found peace in Christ? Do you desire me 
to be a guilty, unpardoned sinner, exposed to thie 
wrath of a holy God? Are you willing that | 
should be destitute of holiness, filled with sin, ang 
devoid of that peace which I now possess? Dp 
you imagine that I shall be less affectionate, o, 
less useful to you, because I am; a Christian? Per- 
mit me to enjoy my religion in peace, and I pro. 
mise never to disturb you by remonstrances, ip any 
course you may see proper to pursue.” Convic- 
tion seized upon his heart. Filled with distress, 
he hastily left the room, and sought a place where 
to weep. Conscience’ was now awake, reproach- 
ing him for his sin, and threatening the wrath oj 
God. With tears of penitence he sought his inju- 
red companion, confessed the wrong he had done 
her, aud. intreated her prayers. With her, this 
was a time of intense anxiety, and agonizing sup- 
plication. She felt that in all probability this 
was the crisis of his soul, and the decision of his 
eternal character. Her prayers were heard. God 
said to the troubled mind of Mr. ———, “ Peace, 
be still.” A new world apened to his view. Christ 
became the joy and support of his sonl, and the 
gospel plan of salvation his only hope. In just 
eight days from the time of his first impression, 
he found that ‘the peace of God passeth all under- 
standing.’ He united with the visible church, 
and is now an active, zealous and devoted Chris- 
tran. ‘The domestic altar is reared in his family, 
and that affection which formerly subsisted be- 
tween him and his companion, has received a tie, 
which shall never be dissolved: while they both 
look, with humble hope, to ay eternal union be- 
yond the grave.—Western Recorder. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF DEBRANEE: 


A FEMALE HINDOO CHRISTIAN. 

Debranee was the widow of Bykanta, one of the 
earliest converts, whose first visit to the Missiona- 
ries at Serampore was on the 15th of June, 1805 
Under date of 9th of February, 1806, in the peri- 
odical accounts we have the following notice :— 

Our Brother Bykanta is returned from Jessore full o! 
His wife has forsaken her father’s house, to cleave 
to him; she publicly declared her resolution to do so 
Sie is about 19, and has an infant son. 

For sixteen years, she had been a member of the 
church ; and adorned the doctrine of her Lord and 
Saviour. She had been a widow for seven years : 
during the whole of which time, she had such 
strong confidence in God, as never to be cast 
down in any effliction. When any of her relatives 
were ill, and she was asked if she was not con- 
cerned about them, she would say: “ what will 
my concero avail? God cares for them; and 
therefore there is no need for me to distract my- 
self.” Ifshe found any one in deep sorrow for 
sowe loss, she would reprove them by saying : 
“you act very unwisely ; it 1s our duty in all our 
trials, to look to God, and bless him. He is al- 
mighty, and present in every place, and theyefore 
knows afl our sorrows:”’ 
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Soon after the death of her husband, she went 
to live with two other widows, who were members 
of the church. From that time to her death, she 
lived in the greatest love and peace with them. 
She was a constant attendant on the meansof grace, 
when in health; and took mach pleasure in at- 
trending the sabbath school, where she would take 


her turn with the rest of the sisters, in offering up 


a short prayer. She was anxious to read ; and at 
night, with the help of her son, a boy of eigiit years 
of age, would read over her lesson. She very 
earnestly desired, also, that her daughters might 
be able to read the Scriptures. 

She was ill a whole year. When medicine was 
viven hes, she always said: “’he Lord will do 
with me as he thinks best. My body is i!l indeed, 


© but my soul is in health.” 


About this time, her son-in-law called to see her ; 
aud finding ber very ill, asked her what she 
thought ef herself? She replied, “all my hope 
js placed on my Saviour Jesus Christ. I know 
that this is a deceitful world. It is fast passing 
away, and we are all dying ; but blessed is the soul 
whose sins Jesus has blotted out.” When her son- 
in-law prayed with her, she appeared to be melted 
insorrow. When he had finished, he tried to com- 


> fort her. She begged him not to grieve about her ; 


“for (said she) if it be the willof God, to take-me 


) outofthis thorny world, all I pray for is, that he 


may prepare me for my departure. May the 
Lord bless you forever with the light of his coun- 


Stsnance! Oh! rely on him.” 


One night, her youngest son-in-law, calling to 
see her, inquired if she was happy in mind. “ Yes 
‘she answered) I have nothing to fear ; for I have 
He died on 
he cross for iny sins, and God through his son kas 
wiped off the debt of my iniquities. I have peace. 
The sufferings that 1 endure from my decaying 
body are not worthy to be called sufferings, when 
compared with what Christ endured for a guilty 
When she was free from pain, she would 


| converse with her children on religion, and beg 
tem to fear God, and walk in his ways. 


never escaped her. 


Iler disease was very painful ; yet a hasty word 
“ My body alone-suffers (she 
said) not my mind.” A few days before her death, 
sie called her children round her bed; and beg- 
ging them to love and serve God, and to dwell in 
peace with each oiher, she commended them to 
God in prayer. 

Thus lived and died Debranee. She was born 
a heathen; but, through the grace of God, she 
Jied leaving a good evidence, that she had passed 
trom death unto life, and that she now enjoys a 
-town of glory. 





FROM THE BRITISH SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


SEAMEN’S CAUSE. 

“The interest this work is now exciting among 
the pious and dignified members of the Church es- 
tablishment is most extraordinary, and calls for 
the utmost gratitude in every pious mind. 

“His majesty’s government, we have already 


) Intimated, has agreed to give ships, and fit them 


out for such.ports as may require them on the 
Episcopal plan. Each port will have its distinct 
committee of pious churchmen, and, according to a 


complete agrecwent, well understood and recent- 
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ly explained, each committee will have the nomi- 
nation and appointment of their own clergyman, 
as the seamen’s preacher, where they raise an ad- 
equate support for that clergyman. Should this 
not be done, then government would appoint and 
pay. Every committee will, therefore, see the 
necessity of every exertion to obtain a suitable in- 
come. The Bishop of London having consulted 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, has most cordially 
and willingly assented to the arrangements pro- 
posed, and inay be classed among the most earnest 
well-wishers of the undertaking. The Bishop of 
Cisester has the same views concerning a Floating 
Church-ship for Liverpool; and the Archbishop 
of York is equally decided and well disposed tow- 
ards a ship for divine service, according to the n- 
tual of the church, at Hull. The Archbishop of 
Dublin has already licensed a clergyman for the 
church-ship there, and consecrated the ship as set 
apart for the service of God. “These are very 
wonderful events, and prove most demounsiratively 
the propriety of a poor sailor’s exclamation at a 
prayer-ineeting when the work first began on the 
Thaines: ‘Surely, Lord, the time, yea, even the 
set time, to favour sailors is come.’ Let all pray~ 
ing sailors and Bethel-meetings rejoice. Praying 
breath has not been spent in vain: ‘ Ye have not,’ 
said James, (formerly a sailor with his brother 

John,) ‘because ye ask not:’ but that we shiali 
have, if we do ask, is most evident, and, therefore, 
the more persons there are who pray for sailors, 
and the greater number of prayer or Bethel-meet- 
ings there are established in the world, we may be 
confident the more the Holy Spirit of God will be 

poured out upon all ranks and degrees of men to 
help forward this great and essential work of om 
God. These events will serve to illustraté Isaiah, 
Ixv. and as no prophecy is confined to private In- 

lerpretation, we may consider parts of this chap- 
ter to be greatly exemplified in this work. 

“* Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 
and his Maker, ask me of things to come concern- 
ing my sons, and concerning the work of my hands 
COMMAND Ye Me. ‘The labour of Egypt, and 
merchandise of Ethiopia, and of the Sabeans, 
men of stature, shall come over unto thee; they 
shall make supplication unto thee, saying, * Surely 
God is in thee,’ * Israel,’ and redeemed Sailors who 
are God’s—* Israel shall be saved with an ever- 
lasting salvation.’ * For thus saith the Lord that 
created the heavens, I have not spoken in secret 
in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the 
seed of Jacob, Seek ye Me in vain.’” 


—_—— 





FROM THE MARINERS MAGAZINI 


BETHEL MEETINGS. 

We have had occasion recently to observe that 
these meetings are increasingly interesting, aad 
have noticed several unequivocal indications that 
they have been attended with the divine blessing. 
If any evidence of this fact, however, had hitherto 
been wanting, it would have been abundantly sup 
plied at the meeting ou Tuesday evening, in Wa- 
ter-street. It was, indeed, good to be there—we 
have seldom enjoyed so greata treat. Soon alte: 


the exercises Commenced, a robust looking young 
man, clothed in the working garb of a common 
sailor, rose, as hé stated, to testify to the mercy ol 
God. The simplicity and feeling with which he 


re, 
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related the dealings of providence with him, awa- 

ened a deep interest among the members of the 
the Society ; and his earnest and affectionate ex- 
hortation to his shipmates to flee from impending 
wrath, and embrace the terms of the gospel, pro- 
duced evident etfect. As he sat down, another 
seaman, whom we soon discovered, by his dialect, 
to be a Dane, made one of the most affecting ap- 
peals to his shipmates, and to the members of the 
Society who were present, in their behalf, to which 
we ever listened. In the course of his peculiarly 
interesting remarks, he observed that his attention 
was first directed to the subject of religion while 
sailing in the bay of Biscav, by meditating on 
what he once heard at a Bethel meeting. He 
could then scarcely articulate a word of English, 
but he breathed out his desires to God, and soon 
* obtained that peace which the world can neither 
give nor take away.” He declared himself unable 
to express sufficiently his gratitude to God for the 
institution of Bethel meetings, and for being per- 
mitted to attend one. He closed with a fervent 
petition to the throne of grace that the means em- 
ployed for the reformation of his brethren might 
be successfully extended, and that God would 
hasten the time when “the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto him.” <A middle-aged 
seaman here interrupted the exercises by a loud 
expression of anxiety about his soul: he had lis- 
tened, just before leaving England, to a pungent 
sermon, preached by the Rev. Mr. Smith, (the en- 
terprising founder of the “ British and Foreign 
Seamen’s Friend Society,”) from these words— 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me!” which, 
he said, had been ringing in his ears ever since. 
Suitable advice was given him, and a prayer of- 
fered in his behalf. A pious stranger stated, at 
the close of the meeting, that his heart had been 
recently warmed with a desire to mingle with sea- 
men in their devotional exercises, by reading the 
Mariners’ Magazine a few numbers of which 
had been lately put into his hands. He could not 
restrain an expression of the gratitude and delight 
he had experienced during the meeting. After a 
number of feeling and pertinent observations, he 
closed with prayer. All who were present at this 
meeting will agree with us, that it was more than 
usually profitable and interesting. 


SAILORS INVITED TO MEETING. 


If any doubt the willingness of seamen to at- 
lend on the means of religious instruction, or the 
utility of inviting them, let him read the following 
relation of a fact which occurred in this city. Some 
seamen, one evening, called at a boarding-house, 
where they found five sailors playing at cards, 
when a pious seamen said, “ Put them away, my 
friends, they are the devil’s books, and will ruin 
both your souls and bodies: here, I will give you 
a better book, (giving each a religious Tract,) 
come, shipmates, go with me to a Sailors’ Meeting. 
I was a wicked sailor once, myself; but, thank 
God, he has taught me better—come, go with us, 
we will not keep vow Jong.” ‘ What is it to do?” 
* Come and see.” Four of the sailors seemed 
ashamed, and put the cards away; but the other 
swore he would play the game out. “ My friend,” 
said a pions sailor,“ God may not spare you to 
play theggame ont; he may strike you dead, and 
send you to hell.” He immediately put the cards 


Sailors invited to Meeting. —The High-ways and Hedge. 


(Des. 


down, got from his seat, and said, “I'll play no 
more; a volunteer is worth two pressed men—[’) 
go with you; come, let us all go.” They wen, 
with the pious seaman, remained the whole of the 
service, and have since been seen at the house of 
God as volunteers. 


THE HIGH WAYS AND HEDGES. 

In one of my tours through a village, I arriveg 
at the place I had to preach in, when I saw 
young man sitting by the road side: I kindly iny;. 
ted him to come and hear a sermon—* No,” was 
the reply. I asked him the reason—he answered 
with the greatest indifference, “he did not like t 
hear sermons.” I began to speak seriously to him: 
but I should only shock your feelings, were I to re. 
late what passed. I told him that I never im aij 
my life, had witnessed such a hardened youth, and 
that seeing he would not come and hear a sermon, 
I would give him a short one where he was sitting 
I then began by telling him his lost state by na- 
ture—the misery that attended such a condition 
—tliat there was a Saviour provided for sinners, 
even the chief, and that he invited such to come 
and rest on him for salvation; but if they refused. 
how could they escape ?>—In conclusion I entreat. 
ed him, with all the pathos I was master of, to fiy 
ere it were too late, to that merciful Redeeme: 
In leaving him, I again asked for his attendance, 
with earnest desires that the Lord would bless 
what I had been saying. With a heavy heart! 
entered the place where I was to preach; but you 
may well imagine with what pleasure I saw the 
youth enter ; and with his eyes fixed on me, from 
the beginning to the end of the sermon, he paid 
the greatest attention, and, if I mistake not, his 
hand was raised at one part of it, to wipe off the 
falling tear. O, that the Lord may say, conceri 
ing him, “Is not this a brand plucked from the 
fire >"—Zondon. Home Mag. 


ANECDOTES, 
ILLUSTRATING THE UTILITY OF TRACTS, 





A Law Suit prevented by a Tract. 


A young gentleman in Massachusetts, writes tu 
the Committee of the American Tract Society a: 
follows: I cannot refrain from communicating fo: 
the encouragement of the committee of the Ame 
rican Tract Society, two instances of the usefu! 
ness of Tracts, which have lately come to mj 
knowledge. The first instance was that of a map 
who had become violently enraged with his neig/i- 
hour, was about to commence a legal prosecutio: 
against him, and had signified his intention to the 
sheriff whom he expected to employ. Before his 
writ was made out, however, the Tract, “ To« 
person engaged in a Lawsuit,” fell into the sher- 
iff’s hands; and so great was the impression pro 
duced on his mind, of the impropriety and wicked 
ness of thus commencing a suit at law, that he 
went to his proposed employer and urged him to 
desist. There is no eloquence like that of the 
heart. Such was his seriousness and earnestnes:. 
that it disarmed the revengeful spirit, and compe!- 
led him to relinquish his malicious design. 


The Sabbath breaker reformed by a T'ract. 
The other instance was that of a young man 





who was a notorious transgressor of the Fourth 
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Commandment. An amiable, and I hope pious 
lad in the neighbourhood, was often grieved with 
his abuses of the day on which our Saviour rose 
from the dead, and sent him the Tract entitled, 
“ Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.”— 
He was an apprentice to a master, who, though 
not a professor of religion, is a friend of religious 
order and good morals. He had considered the 
case of W , as nearly hopeless. But the Spir- 
it of God aecompanied the Tract thus presented 
him, and he has become a strict observer of the 
Sabbath, a constant attendant on public worship, 
a member of the visible church of Christ; and 
there is much reason to believe he will stand, at 
the great day, among the thousands who have 
been turned from the error of their ways, through 
the instrumentality of those feeble and yet mighty 
messengers, Religious Tracts.—.4m. Tract Mag. 


The following facts are from the 9th Report of the 
Baltimore Tract Society, just published. 


1 profane Blacksmith converted. 


A person visiting one of the Factories in the 
vicinity of Baltimore passing through the smith 
shop, heard a man uttering many and horrid oaths 
---he stepped in and asked who was praying so ? 
“Praying!” observed the swearer; you might 
have heard swearing.” He was told that was pray- 
er, though not generally considered so by those 
who indulged in the awful practice. A few words 
of admonition were given to all present, and a 
Tract handed to each, the “ Swearer’s Prayer” 
being of the nomber. About a month after this, 
a person gave the delightful intelligence, that the 
profane blacksmith was brought to reflection by 
reading that Tract ; that he had become convicted 
of his lost and undone estate; and had been re- 
ceived into the comumunion of the church. 


4 carpenter and his apprentice reformed. 


A pious female passing through the suburbs of 
Baltimore, was accosted by a youth from a car- 
penter’s shop, who solicited a Tract. She gave 
him several, and several more to his master, pray- 
ing that the blessing of heaven might accompany 
them. It was some weeks afterwards, when she 
visited the same neighbourhood ; and on passing 
the shop, the same youth came running out, and 
with both hands extended, exclaimed, “Oh, my 
dear Madam, | bless you for the Tracts you gave 
me. I hope God has converted my soul, and I 
have been longing to seé yon to tell you all about 
it.’ His master came forward and said, “I too 
must thank you, Madam, fo: the little books you 
gave me. I have never swore an oath since, and 
am determined never to become intoxicated again.” 
The youth gave the most satisfactory evidence of 
piety, and said there was the greatest change in 
his master he had ever seen in any one; that he 
had before been remarkable for profaneness and 
drunkenness, but was now a sober man, and had 
learned to “fear an oath.” “Truly, says this fe- 
male,“ inany will praise God to eternity, that Tract 
Societies were ever instituted.” 








CONSCIENCE. 


Conscience is God's alarm to cali the sinner up. It doth 
not always ring, even in hisear that hath knowledge ; be- 
ing usually set by God to go off at some special hour, when 
God is speaking in an ordinance, or striking in a provi- 
dence ; but in an ignorant soul it is entirely silent. The 
clock cannot go when the weights are off, and conscience 


Conscrence.— Obituary. 
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Died on the 15th October, John L. Clark, chief office: 
of the ship Augusta, the only son of Rev. John Clark, of 
Pleasant Valley, in the 25th year of his age. In this dis 
pensation of divine providence, there were some things 
exceedingly trying to his aged parents. He had been (or 
the last three years of his life the Leah. His filiai dispo 
sition induced him to visit his home at least once a year, 
to pay that tribute of respect due to his parents. Betore 
his last voyage, he resolved on seeing his home without 
delay. Butby persuasion, and the promise, that he should 
have the command of the ship on her next voyage, he re- 
luctantly sailed for Savannah, with a determination of 
visiting his friends on bis return. The return of the ship 
was announced, and his fond parents with impatience 
looked for him every hour. At length, a letter informed 
them that he lay sick of a fever at the quarantine ground. 
On this information, his father full of anxiety, hastened 
to the assistance of his afflicted child; finding thé state ot 
disease highly alarming, he dispatched a messenger to his 
companion, desiring her to hasten to the afflictive scene, 
but before she reached the seat of trouble, the son of thei: 
hope ceased to live. 

John L. Clark was a voung man of genteel manners and 
deportment ; an excellent and uncommonly generous dis- 
position ; correct in his habits; industrious, enterprising, 
faithful, and respected by all who knew him. For more 
than two years his mind had been under the restraints of 
religion, and in seeking, sought a country out of sight. 


‘« See the lovely bloomiag flower, 
Fades aad withers in an hour, 
So our transient comforts fly, 
Pleasures only bloom to die.” 


He was brought ander a deep concern by reading a 
tract called the Boatswain's Mate. This took place on 
the 26th of August, 1823, and a wonderful change was 
wrought in- his life,and was witnessed from that time to 
his death. The state of his disorder made it impractica- 
ble for any one to converse with him. His father said, 
my son, you are sick, and I fear dangerously ill; do you 
pray to God? ‘0 yes, papa, Ido, I do,’ ‘What are you 
prospects for another world ?’ To this, he made no reply, 
being under a strong lethargy. In the night he awoke 
up, and prayed fervently for some time, and then fell 
asleep again,—and a short time afterwards, expired with 
out a sigh or a groan. 

Diep,—In this city, on the 20th ult. Mr. Wm. Pratt, of 
Saybrook, sail-maker, aged 27; on the 28th ult. Mr. Joho 
H. Debutts, of Baltimore, a member of the Junior Class 
in Yale College, aged 19; on the Ist inst. Mrs. Mary 
Beccher, aged 70; on the 2d, a child of Mr. James Rob- 
erts, 2 years; the wife of Robert Peck, black, 40. 

At Brookfield, Mrs. Hawley, wife of Col. Hawley, 
aged 58. 

At Hartford, Miss Emeline Williams, 20, daughter ot 
Mr. John Williams; Orlando Lathrop, 17, sou of the late 
Mr. Frederick Lathrop; Mr. John Brace, 38. 

At Berlin, Mrs. Huldah Botsford, 47, wife of Mr. 
Amandias Botsford. 

At Farmington, Mrs. Rhoda Cramton, 71, wife ef Mr. 
Miles Cramton. 

At Simsbury, Mr. Roger Griswold, 56. 

At Middletown, Mr. Joseph Lincoln, 19, son of Wm, 
Lincola; widow Anna Thomas, 86; Mr. Amos Tryon, 
293 





At Waterbury, Mrs. Susan Clark, 28, wife of Mr. Al- 
mond Clark, and daughter of Mr, Andrew Clark, of Mid- 
dliebury ; Mr. George Camp, only son of Mr. Gideon 
Camp, 20. 

AtGuilford, Miss Lucy Cruttenden, 22, daughter of the 
late Mr. Gilbert Cruttenden. 

At Saybrook, Mr. Edmund Snow, Jr. 17. 

At Norwich, Mr. Daniel Parish, 78; Mrs. Sarah Kin 
ney, 45, wife of Mr. Thomas B. Kinney. 

At Griswold, Mrs. Mehitabie Brewster, 72, wife of Sim- 
eon Brewster, Esq. 

At Woodstock, Dr. Amos Carroll, 36. 

At East-Haddam, Mrs. Caroline Ely, 58, wife of Me. 
Gurdoo Ely. 





is only a witness to what it kaows. Guuvabi. | 


At hitchtield, Mr, William F. Simpson, aged about 40. 
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POETRY. 


FROM THE BOSTON EVENING GAZETTE. 








THE LAST DAY OF AUTUMN. 
[BY DR. PERCIVAL.] 


Now the growing year is over, 
And the shepherd's tinkling bell 
Faintly from its winter cover 
Rings a low farewell: — 
Now the birds of Autumn shiver, 
Where the withered beech leaves quiver, 
U’er the dark aad lazy river, 
In the rocky dell, 


Now the mist is on the mountains, 

Ke Jdening ia the rising sua ; 

Now the fiowers around the fountains 
Perish one by one 5— . 

Not 4 spire of grass is growing, 

But the leaves that late were glowing, 

Now its blighted green are strowing 
With a mantie dun. 


Now the torrent brook is stealing 

Faintly down the furrowed giade— 

Not as when in winter pealing, 
Such a din it made, 

That the sound of cataracts falling 

Gave no echo so appalling, 

As its hoarse and hegvy brawling 
lu the pine’s black shade. 


Darkly blue the mist is hovering 
Round the clilted rocks hare height— 
Ali ihe borderiug mountains covering 

With a dim uncertain light ;— 
Now, a fresher wind prevailing, 
Wide its heavy burden sailing, 
Deepens, as the day is failing, 

Fast the gloom of night. 


Slow the blood-stained moon is riding 
Thro’ the suil and hazy air, 
Like a sheeted spectre gliding 
lu a torch’s glare :-— 
Few the hours her light is given— 
Mingling clouds of tempest driven 
O’er the mourming face of Heaven, 
All is blackness there. 
SPS. Bo = 
VANITY OF TILE WORLD. 

When I look around upon a busy bustling world, eager- 
ly pursuing vanity, and courting disappointment ; neylec- 
ting nothing so mach as the one thing needful; and whe 
in order to have their portion in this life, disregard the 
world to come, and only treasure up wrath against the 
day of wrath; it makes me think of a farmer, who sho dd 
with vast labor cultivate his lands, and gather in his croup, 
and thresh itout, and separate the corn from the chafl, 
and then sweep the corn out upon the dunghill, and care- 
fully lay by the chaff! Such a person would be supposed 
mad, buat how faint a*shadow would this be of his mad- 
wess, who labors forthe meat that perisheth, but neglects 
that which endureth unto everlasting lite ! 

All I see, hear, or feel, coavinces me that nothing is 
worth living fow, but to prepare for death and heaven, aud 
to do some good inthe world! ScoTt 
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IRELAND. 


A scripture reader relates as follows :—‘‘ The priest of 
went to a house, and ransacked every corver for a 
Bible the person had of mine, but was not successful, as it 
/was concealed in a hole under the loom, The priest 
poured out all ihe invectives he could against bim, threat- 
ened that he woukl mark him, and have him hunted like 
a hare; but if he would return to his duty, he would be 
his friend, and serve him. A night or two alter, a sione 
was thrown into his window, which did him a small imju- 
ry. On the following Friday he came to inform me ol 
what had happened, and continued with me a cousidera- 
ble time. He says he must leave, and get journey work 
at his trade (a weaver) at a distance, as anonymous Dol:- 
ces are posted about, warning the people not to give him 
any work; and he is so surrounded by enemies, that he 
considers his life in danger. I gave him all the encour- 
agemeut I could from the Word of God. 

A week or two ago the Priest refused to give the Sac- 
rament, and to confess some persons who send their chil- 
dren to the Hibernian Society's Free Schvols. Tus, 
however, has excited a greater spirit of inquiry among tie 
people, and will, L hope, be productive of guod. 








A WIFE. 

When a man of sense comes to marry, it is a companion 
whom he wants, and not an artist. It is not merely a 
creature who can paint, and play, and sing, and dance, 
itis a being who cau comfort and counsel him, one who 
can reason and reiiect; aud feel aud judge, and discourse 
and discriminate, one who can assist him in his affairs, 
lighteu his sorrows, purity his jovs, strengthen his princi- 
ples, and edueate his childrea. Such is the woman who 
is fit for a mother ; and the mistress of a family. A wo- 
man of the former description may occasionally figure in 
a drawing room, and excite the adaviration of the Compa- 
ny; but ts entirely unfit for a helpmate to man, and to 
“train up a child in the way he should go.” ~—Purt Folie. 


——- 


TEMPTATIONS. 





God suffers us to be tempted, not to lead as to sin, but 
to shew us our owu weakuess, and to oblige us to depend 
upon, and heep close to him. 





WANDERING IN PRAYER. 
The best way to remedy this, is, not to let the mind 
wander too much at other umes, but to have God always 
before you tu tue whoie Course of your hie. 


BIBLE ANECDOTE. 

During the times of popish power in Eagland, a Bishop 
of London thougiit the best way to prevent the Bible get- 
ling into men’s hands, would be to buy up all the copies 
that could be met with, aad burn them at St. Paul’s cross 

He therefore employed a person at Antwerp to »rocare 
them from Tynda!l, who sold them to him; and then set 
about publishing a new and more correct editiva. 

The Bishop was greatty disturbed at having done this : 
for when it was asked how lTyadal and others contrived to 
live abroad, the reply was, that the Bishop of London had 
been their chief supporter, by buying up the first edition 
of the New Testament to burn it ; for they had lived upon 
this money, until they received the amount of the sale of 
the second edition. 

How little did the poor Bishop think, that he was help- 
ing the cause which he wished to destroy ! 





— — 
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